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1903, a railway from the coast to Kumasi. In 1900 there had been
a dangerous revolt of the Ashantis, due to the mistake of an in-
judicious governor; who demanded the cGolden Stool', which he
supposed to be a throne, but which really was a fetish regarded
as containing the soul of the Ashanti nation. Chiefly through the
steadfastness of the Hausa troops, the revolt was put down; and
in September 1901 the country was formally annexed. There-
after the building of the railway and the spread of cocoa-growing
brought an era of complete pacification.
A third important African railway was that from the mouth of
the Atbara to Port Sudan, connecting the Upper Nile with the
Red Sea. It was opened in 1906, and, though built under the
Anglo-Egyptian condominium, did in fact not a little towards
emancipating the Sudan from Egypt, since it gave it a separate
commercial access to the outer world.
Further south along the Red Sea littoral the area known as
British Somaliland was in 1905 transferred to the colonial
office, having been since 1898 under the foreign office, and be-
fore that since 1884 occupied as a protectorate dependent on
Aden. The peace of this arid semi-desert pastoral area was
broken at the end of the nineteenth century by the emergence
of a 'Mad Mullah3—the fanatical leader of raiding dervish
bands. The first British campaign against him was in 1900-1;
there was another in 1903; and others were repeatedly called
for till the Mullah's death in 1921. The motive which had
brought Great Britain here was the relation of the coast to the
Suez-Indian route; and costly inland operations were little to
the taste of Downing Street. A later Government (that of
Asquith) formally abandoned the interior to the Mullah for
four years (1910-14); but this policy eventually broke down.
In Asia British activity at three points may be noted. From
about 1900 onwards Russia made unmistakable attempts to get
a footing in the Persian Gulf. She established consulates there,
and on one occasion unsuccessfully tried to start a coaling-
station. Accordingly (15 May 1903) Lord Lansdowne made a
declaration that cwe should regard the establishment of a naval
base or a fortified port in the Gulf by any other Power as a very
grave menace to British interests, and we should certainly resist
it by all the means at our disposal'. In the following November
Lord Curzon, then viceroy of India, paid an official visit to the
Gulf, accompanied by a squadron of warships, and held a

